United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Eugene District Office

IN REPLY REFER TO: P.O. Box 10226
1792A Eugene, Oregon 97440-2226
EA-00-12 e-mail or090mb@or.blm.gov

Wendling Progeny

June 13, 2000

Concerned Citizen,

The McKenzie Resource Area of the Eugene District Bureau of Land Management has completed the
Environmental Assessment for a proposal to establish a 14-acre progeny test site on a portion of a
regeneration harvest area located in Section 11, T. 16 S., R. 1 W., Will. Mer.

You have expressed an interest in receiving copies of Environmental Assessments for district projects.
Enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Assessment for your review and any comments. Public notice of
this action will be published in the Eugene Register Guard on June 14, 2000. The public comment period will
end on June 29, 2000. If you have any questions concerning this proposal, please feel free to call Rich Kelly
at 683-6405.

Comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the
district office, 2890 Chad Drive, Eugene, Oregon during regular business hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.),
Monday through Friday, except holidays, and may be published as part of the EA or other related

documents. Individual respondents may request confidentiality. If you wish to withhold your name or street
address from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, you must state this
prominently at the beginning of your written comment. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed

by law. All submissions from organizations or businesses and from individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of organizations or businesses, will be made available for public inspection in their
entirety.

Sincerely,

Emily Rice, Field Manager
McKenzie Resource Area
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. OR 090-EA-00-12
Wendling Progeny Test Site Establishment

INTRODUCTION

A.

PURPOSE AND NEED

This action proposes establishment of a 14-acre progeny test site in the McKenzie
Resource Area of the BLM Eugene District. The Wendling Progeny Test Site would
be established on a portion of aregeneration harvest area located in Section 11,
Township 16 South, Range 1 West, Willamette Meridian, Lane County, Oregon. The
Proposed Action is located in the General Forest Management Area (Matrix) Land
Use Allocation. The Proposed Action would be implemented in fiscal years 2000
and 2001.

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to establish a progeny test site as part of a
cooperative tree improvement program for the Northern Oregon Cascades Tree
Improvement Program. The test site is one of six sites being established under a
cooperative tree improvement agreement. The need for the action is established in
the Eugene District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan, June 1995,
(RMP ROD). SeeAppendix M, Forest Genetics Program, for an explanation of
program objectives and program direction. The fourth objective - tree improvement
programs, which emphasize cooperative efforts for operational programs, applies to
this project. Progeny test sites are part of an applied genetics research project.
The test sites are established to evaluate selected families, and are expected to
continue for 40-50 years. Measurements of growth and other characteristics would
be completed on the trees.

CONFORMANCE WITH LAND USE PLAN

The Proposed Action is in conformance with the Record of Decision for Amendments to Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents within the Range of the
Northern Spotted Owl, and the Eugene District Resource Management Plan / Environmental
Impact Statement. Additional information on the objectives of the tree improvement program
is detailed in the RMP ROD, Appendix M - Forest Genetic Program, in An Updated Tree
Improvement Plan For Western Oregon (1987), and in the Eugene District Tree Improvement
Plan (1994). The above referenced documents are available for review at the Eugene District
Office.



ISSUES

Issues Not Analyzed In Further Detail

1. T&Eplantsand Special Status plantswillnotbe analyzedinthisassessment. Plant
surveyswerecompletedfor T & E plantand Special Status plantspeciespriortothe
regeneration harvest. Nospecieswere found.

2. Surveyand Mange speciesissueswillnotbe analyzedinthisassessment. The
Wendling Timber Sale unitisarecently disturbed site. Due totheremoval of
the overstorytrees and site preparationitis notsuitable habitatfor Survey and
Manage bryophytes, lichens, fungi,redtree voles, ormollusk species.

3. T&Eterrestrialwildlife specieswillnotbe analyzedinthisassessment. There
isno suitable habitatwithin oradjacenttothe projectareaforthe Northern

spotted owl, lynx orbald eagle.

Issues Selected For Analysis

1. Whataretheimpactstosuccessfulreforestationofthe areaduetoestablishmentofa
progenytestsite?

2. Whataretheimpactstogreentreeretentionandaccumulation ofdownwoody debrisasa
resultofthe establishmentofaprogenytestsite?

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTIONAND ALTERNATIVES

The Proposed Action and Alternatives consider progeny testsite establishmentonone

projectareaofapproximately 14 acres (see mapinthe appendix).

A.

PROPOSED ACTION - Progeny Tests Site Establishment

This alternativeisdesignedto establishaprogenytestsiteonarecentregeneration harvest
area. The Wendling Timber Sale (OR090-TS96-279)was soldin 1996 andloggedin1997. An
Environmental Assessmentforthe Wendling Timber Sale wascompletedin 1995 (EA-95-23).

Silviculture

The projectareais 14 acreswithinall9-acreregenerationharvestarea. The unit
was planted with 2 year-old Douglas-fir seedlingsinwinter 1997/98 following the
regeneration harvest. Asnag creation projectwascompletedin 1998.

The proposed progeny testsitewould beonthe southside orRoad No.16-1-11.
The projectareawould be site prepared with an excavatorinsummer 2000. Woody
vegetationwould be uprooted toreduce competition and facilitate test site layout
and planting. Afencewould be constructedinfall 2000, to protectthe test
seedlingsfrombiggame browse damage. The planting spots forthetestseedlings
arelaid outonasquaregrid (9 by 9footspacing). The lyear-oldtestseedlings
would be plantedindesignated spots. Eightacreswould be plantedinwinter
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2000/01, andtheremaining 6 acreswould be plantedinwinter 2002/03.

The site would have regularvegetation maintenance treatmentsinyears1to10to
controlcompeting vegetation and maintain uniform growing conditions. The
environmental conditions onthe site are maintained as uniform as possible sothe
geneticdifferences betweenthetrees are expressedand canbe measured. Growth
measurementswould be collected periodically and the datafromthe siteswould be
analyzed and usedinthe tree improvement program.

Background Information

In1981the BLM Eugene District established thirteen progeny testsites as part of
the McKenzie Tree Improvement Program. These firstgeneration sitesarenow 20
yearsold. In1998the Northern Oregon Cascades Tree Improvement Cooperative
(NOCTIC)wasinitiated. NOCTIC ispartofaregionaltree genetics program for
improvementof Douglas-fir. Cooperatorsincluded BLM, Oregon Dept. Forestry,
Avery Interests, Willamette Industries, Cascade Consulting Inc., and the Campbell
Group. AMemo Of Understanding forthe cooperative program was signedin
January 1999. The NOCTIC programisbasedonapeerreviewed study plan
developed bythe Northwest Tree Improvement Cooperative, theregional organization
foralltreeimprovementcooperativesinthe Pacific Northwest. The Wendling
Progeny Tests Siteisone ofsixprogenytestsites proposedforNOCTIC. Thetest
siteswould be established oncooperatorlands.

Design Features For The Proposed Action

1. Thesitepreparationequipmentwouldbe cleaned priortoitsarrivalonBureau of
Land ManagementLandinordertoslowthe spread of noxious weeds.

2. Allsnagsandgreentreeswould beretained onthe projectarea.

3. Loggingslashand downwoody materialwouldbedisplaced aroundthe
perimeter ofthe site toclearastrip forfence construction.

4. Anexcavatorwouldbe utilizedtocomplete asite preparationtreatment. The
excavatorwilloperate during periods of low soil moisture (generally lessthan
30% soil moisture). The number of excavator passes overthe same areawould
be minimized toreduce compaction.

5. Unmerchantabletreetopsandlimbswould be piled or scattered acrossthe site
tocontribute organic matterand improve soil productivity, and provide wildlife
habitat. Atleast10% ofthe pileswould beretained forwildlife habitat.

6. Thecrownsonthestandinggreentreeswouldbethinnedby pruning
approximately onethird of the live limbs ontreeswith large crowns. The
purposeistoopenthecrownswhichwillreducethe pressure fromwind and
reducethenumberoftreeswhichare blowndown.



7. Existingconifertreeseedlingswould beretainedinareaswhich are notutilized

forthe progeny testsite.

ALTERNATIVE 1 - No Action

No activities described underthe Proposed Action would occur.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT ANALYZED IN DETAIL

Tenunitswere considered as candidates for establishmentofaprogeny testsite.
These unitsare newandrecently plantedregeneration harvestareas. Eachunitwas
reviewedinthe field and evaluated based onthe following criteriaand rating:

Criteria
Road access
Traveltime

Slope and site uniformity
Presentvegcover

Projected veg maintenance costs

Projected fence construction
Frost pockets/wetlands
Noxious weeds

Rating
Good, Okay, Poor
Time In Minutes

Good, Poor
CostFor Site Prep

High, Medium, Low
High, Medium, Low
Present, Absent
Present, Absent

Visibility to public/vandalism threat
Comments

High, Medium, Low
Other Comments

The Wendlingunitwas selected as the preferred area forthe proposed progeny test
site becauseithasgoodaccess, favorable travel time, high site uniformity, low
vegetation competition, and low fencing costs. Itwillbe the only site analyzedin
thisassessment.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The projectareaisinthe Mohawk River Watershed inthe Willamette Province. The
Mohawk/McGowan Watershed Analysiswas completedin May 1995. The plants and animals
inthe projectareadonotdiffersignificantly fromthose discussedinthe Eugene District
Proposed Resource ManagementPlan/Environmental Impact Statement, November 1994,
(RMP EIS), Chapter 3.

See Chapter 2, General Description Of Mohawk/McGowan Watershed, and Chapter 4, Past
and Current Conditions, in theMohawk/McGowan Watershed Analysis foradescription of the
watershed. The Mohawk/McGowan basincovers approximately 87,887 acres. Mostofthe
watershedis forestindustryor BLM administered land. The forestindustrylandis52.1%,
BLMlandis 25.9%, privatelandis 20.3%, and othergovernmentlandis.3%. Thelanduse
allocations forthe BLM administeredland are: LSR 1%, Connectivity 9%, General Forest
Management52%, and Riparian Reserve 37%.



Vegetation

The projectareaislocatedinaMatrix Land Use Allocation. The areais 14 acres, located atan
elevationof 1000 feet. The currentvegetationis 3year-old Douglas-firtreesand mixed brush and
shrub species. There are standing greentreesacrossthe projectarea. Section 11 surroundingthe
projectareaincludes second-growth stands of Douglas-firand hardwoods 60to 70 years of age.
Thereisanoakwoodland/dry meadow south of the proposed testsite location.

Wildlife

Standing greentrees (8trees peracre)wereretainedduring theregeneration harvest. One to
twogreentreesperacreweretoppedin1998tocreate snags. Approximately 4 greentrees
peracre have blowndown and currently existasdownwood onthe projectarea.
Approximately 4 trees peracre currently existas standing trees.

The proposed projectareais notsuitable habitatforredtreevole, any Survey and Manage
mollusks, bald eagle, lynxor Northern spotted owl. Thereisno suitable spotted owlor bald
eagle habitatwithin 0.25 mile of the proposed projectareathatcould be affected by
disturbance from the Proposed Action.

Botany

Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius) and St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) are presenton
the projectarea, inadjacentareas, and alongtheroadsleadingtothe projectarea.

Soils

The dominantsoilinthe projectareaisthe Honeygrove series. Thisdeep soil formed in mixed
materials (siltstone, tuffand basalt) onbroad stableridges, insaddles, and ontoe slopesthat
receive morethan60inchesofrainannually. Topographyisgentle with slopesfrom0to5%. The
surface layerisasiltyclayloamabout9inchesthickunderlain by about50inches of heavyclay.
Coarse contentislackingintheupperportions butcanbeasmuchas15%inthelower part.
Ritner, Kilchis, Philomath, and Cumley soil series are also present.

Productivity of the Honeygrove soilis moderate to high (5-8% organic matter). Onthe basis
ofal1l00-yearsite curve,the meansiteindex for Douglas-fironthese soilsis 165.
Honeygrove and the associated soils are fairly common in Lane County, making up 17% of
the surveyarea (SCS Lane County Soil Survey, 1987). These soilsoccurinboththe Coast
and Cascade Ranges, butare more prevalentonthe eastside ofthe Eugene District.

The existingroads are gravel surfacedthatgetonly occasionaluse. Adirtspurroad existsonthe
south and eastside ofthe projectarea(16-1-11.3). Thedirtspurwasutilized whenthe areawas
harvestedin 1997, andwasdecommissioned following harvestoperations. Theroadis currently
blocked withadirtbermnearthejunctionwith Road No. 16-1-11. Thisroad would notbe utilized
forthe Proposed Action.

Water and Fisheries

There arenointermittentor perennial streams orwetlands withinoradjacenttothe boundaries of
the projectarea.



Visual

Theprojectareais classifiedas Visual Resource Management (VRM) Class IV, which allows major
modifications of existing character of the landscapes.

Cultural

Aculturalresource survey ofthe projectareawas completed priortothetimbersale. Thereareno
culturalresourceswithinthe area.

Air

Burning of piles oflogging slash and other woody vegetationis planned.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

A.

UNAFFECTED RESOURCES

The following critical elements of the human environmenteitherare notpresentorwould be
unaffected by the Proposed Action or Alternatives: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern,
primeorunique farmlands, flood plains, Native Americanreligious concerns, solid or
hazardous wastes, Wild and Scenic Rivers, wilderness, minority populations, andlowincome
populations.

DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The Proposed Action would establisha progeny testsite. Site preparationwould be completed
in2000 and tree plantingin2001. The site would be fencedto protectthe testtreesfrom big
game browsedamage. Thefencewould bedismantledin 10to 15years afterthe trees have
exceeded 15feetinheight. Establishmentofthe progenytestsite would continue BLM
involvementincooperativetree programs, abeneficial partnership between Federal and private
land managers.

Vegetation

Site preparation would be completedin summer 2000 to uprootbrush shrubs and smalltrees.
The Proposed Actionwouldremove the existing tree seedlings and resultinnew 1year-old
treesbeingplantedinwinter 2000/2001. The establishmentof conifertreesonthe projectarea
would be setbackapproximately 3years. The Proposed Actionwould notimpactsuccessful
reforestation ofthe area. The progenytestsite would be fencedto protectthetree seedlings
from biggame browse damage. Protectionfrombrowse damage would accelerate the growth of
the tree seedlings.

Wildlife

The proposed actionwould have no negative direct orindirect effecton any wildlife species of

concernbecausethe areadoesnotprovide suitable habitatforthese species. Alldownlogs,
snagsandgreentreeswould beretained onthe site. Downlogs could be movedinorderto
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constructthe fence, butwould still be available to wildlife species now and into the future. At
least 10% of piles created by greentree pruning would be lefton siteto provide habitat for a
variety of smallvertebrate and invertebrate species. Pruning of greentreeswould improve the
likelihood ofretainingthese treesinthe future. These treeswould provide large legacy trees
thatwould likely be utilized by avariety of wildlife species as the stand matures.

Botany

The Proposed Actionwouldreducethe ScotchBroom from the projectarea. Thiswould have
little overall effectonthe amount of Scotch Broominthe vicinity since the projectareaisvery
smallincomparisontothe numberofacresimpacted by Scotch Broom.

Soils

Some minorcompaction of surface soilswould resultfrom excavator site preparation. The
designfeatures detailedin Sectionll-Awill serveto minimize impactsto soilsand keepthe
extent of soil compaction to within District standards (Eugene RMP ROD, Page 37). Generally,
compactionlessthan2inchesdeepwillbereduced by annualweathering.

Some localized displacement ofthe soil organic layer could alsooccurfrom site preparation.
However, thislevel of site manipulationwould notreduce nutrientcapital, inherentphysicaland

chemical capabilities, or natural rates of erosion.

Water and Fisheries

The Proposed Actionwould have noimpactstowater quality and fish habitat, and would have
noimpactsto Aquatic Conservation Strategy objectives.

Visual
Therewouldbe noimpactstovisualresources bythe Proposed Action.

Cultural

No culturalresourceswould be adversely affected by the Proposed Action.
Air

The Proposed Actionwould have aslightaffecton airquality. Theimpacts from dustfrom site
preparation operationswould be shorttermand minimal. The impacts from smoke from pile
burningwould be shorttermand minimal.

DIRECT AND INDIRECT EFFECTS OF ALTERNATIVE 1 (NO ACTION)

Vegetation and Wildlife

Alternative 1would allow currenttrendsin stand developmentto continue. The existing conifer
tree seedlingswould continue togrow. The conifertree seedlings would likely continue to
experiencedeerbrowse damage. Some additional blow down of standing greentrees would
likely occur.



Other Effects

Alternative 1 would have no effecton botanicalresources, would notalter existing soil
conditions, would have no effecton waterresourcesorfisheriesresources, would have no
effectonvisualresources, would have no effecton culturalresources, and would have no effect
onair quality.

D. CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

This analysisincorporates by reference the analysis of cumulative effectsintheUSDA Forest
Serviceand USDI BureauofLand ManagementFinal Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statementon Managementof Habitatfor Late-Successionaland Old-Growth Forest Related
Species Withinthe Range of the Northern Spotted Owl, (February 1994), (NSO FSEIS) Chapter
3&4andthe RMPEIS Chapter4. Thosedocuments analyze most cumulative effects of timber
harvestandotherrelated managementactivities. None of the alternatives analyzed here would
have cumulative effects onresources beyond those effects analyzedinthe above documents.
The following section supplementsthese analyses, providing site-specificinformation and
analysis particularto the alternatives considered here.

The Proposed Actionwould resultinestablishmentofaprogenytestsite forthe Eugene
Districttree genetics program. The areawould be successfulreforestationandthere wouldbe

nolongtermimpactstoaccumulation of downwoody debris.

Cumulative effectsto Riparian Reserveswould be negligible.

Cumulative effectsto soilresourceswould be negligible. No persistentdetrimental compaction
wouldresultandthere would be no effectstolong term productivity.

Alternative 1 wouldresultin continuation of the presentconditions. Additional greentree blow
downwould be likely. Additionaldeerbrowse damagetotree seedlingswould be expectedto
occuruntilthetreereach 8feetinheight (approximate 5 years).

V. CONSULTATIONAND COORDINATION

A. LIST OF PREPARERS

The Proposed Action and Alternatives were analyzed by the following BLM specialists:

PaulalLarson Wildlife

Rudy Wiedenbeck Soils

Trish Wilson Environmental Coordinator
Fred Kallien Silviculture

Cheshire Mayrsohn Botany

Dave Reed Fuels

Rich Kelly Genetics
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B. AGENCIES, GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED

This EAwillbe mailedtothe followingindividuals and organizations:

JohnBianco Peter Saraceno

Oregon DEQ Harold Schroeder

Jim Goodpasture SierraClub - Many Rivers Group
Pam Hewitt Swanson Superior Forest Products Inc
Charles & Reida Kimmel Craig Tupper

Lane County Land Management Governor’'s ForestPlanning Team
CarolLogan, Kalapooya Sacred Circle Jan Wroncy

Alliance Ann Mathews

Oregon Deptof Fish & Wildlife American Lands Alliance

Oregon Dept of Forestry Krisand John Ward

Oregon Natural Resources Council SondraZemansky

The Pacific Rivers Council RobertP Davison

John Poynter UofOLibrary

Leroy Pruitt
Roseburg Forest Products

VI. REFERENCES

USDA, Forest Service and USDI, Bureau of Land Management. February 1994. Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement on Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old-Growth Forest
Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl. (NSO FEIS)

USDA, Forest Service and USDI, Bureau of Land Management. April 1994. Record of Decision for
Amendments to Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Planning Documents within the Range of

the Northern Spotted Owl. (NSO ROD)

USDI, Bureau of Land Management. December 1987. An Updated Tree Improvement Plan For Western
Oregon, 1965-1987.

USDI, Bureau of Land Management. September 1994. Eugene District 1994 Tree Improvement Plan.

USDI, Bureau of Land Management. November 1994. Eugene District Resource Management
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. Eugene, Oregon: Eugene District Office. (RMP EIS)

USDI, Bureau of Land Management. June 1995. Eugene District Record of Decision and Resource
Management Plan. (RMP ROD)

USDI, Bureau of Land Management, Eugene District. May 1995. Mohawk/McGowan Watershed Analysis.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
EUGENE DISTRICT

PRELIMINARY FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Wendling Progeny Test Site Establishment - EA OR 090-EA-00-12

The Bureau of Land Management, Eugene Districthas prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) and
analyzed aProposed Actionto establishal4-acre progenytestsite. The Wendling Progeny Test Site
would be establishedonaportionofaregenerationharvestarealocatedin Section11, Township 16
South, Range 1 West, Willamette Meridian, Lane County, Oregon. The Proposed Actionislocatedinthe
General Forest Management ArealLand Use Allocationand would beimplementedinfiscalyears 2000
and 2001. The Proposed Actionwould bedoneinaccordance withthe Standards and Guidelines ofthe
Record of Decision forthe Northwest Forest Plan.

The purpose ofthe Proposed Actionistoestablishaprogenytestsite as partofacooperativetree
improvement program forthe Northern Oregon Cascades. Thetestsiteisone ofsixsitesbeing
establishedunderacooperativetreeimprovementagreementbetween Federal and State agencies, and
private companies. The proposed progeny testsite would be site prepared with an excavatorinsummer
2000. Woody vegetationwould be uprootedtoreduce competition andto facilitate test site layoutand
tree planting. Afence would be constructedinfall 2000, to protectthe testseedlings from biggame
browse damage. The planting spots forthetestseedlings are laid outonasquare grid and 1year-old
testseedlingswould be plantedindesignated spots. Eightacreswould be planted inwinter 2000/01,
andtheremaining 6 acreswould be plantedinwinter2002/03. The site would haveregularvegetation
maintenance treatmentsinyears1to10tocontrolcompeting vegetation and maintainuniform growing
conditions. The environmental conditions on the site are maintained as uniform as possible sothe
geneticdifferences betweenthetreesare expressedand canbe measured. Growth measurements would
be collected periodically.

The designfeaturesofthe Proposed Actionand alternatives are describedinthe attached Wendling
Progeny Tests Site Establishment Environmental Assessment (OR090-EA-00-12). Anticipated impacts
tothe environmentwould notbe significant. The Proposed Actionisinconformance with theRecord of
Decisionfor Amendmentsto Forest Service and Bureau of Land ManagementPlanning Documents
withinthe Range ofthe Northern Spotted Owl (April 1994), and theEugene District Resource
Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement(June 1995).

The anticipated environmental effects contained inthe EAare based onresearch, professional
judgement, and experience ofthe Eugene District Resources Staff. Nosignificantadverseimpacts are
expectedto: (1) Threatened or Endangered species, (2) Flood plains or Wetland/Riparian areas, (3)
Wilderness Values, (4) Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, (5) Cultural Resources, (6) Prime or
Unique Farmland, (7) Wild and Scenic Rivers, (8) Air Quality, (9) Native American Religious Concerns,
(10)Hazardous or Solid Wastes, (11) Environmental Justice, and (12) Water Quality.
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DETERMINATION

Onthe basisoftheinformation containedinthe EA(OR090-00-12), and allotherinformation available to
me, itismydeterminationthatimplementationofthe Proposed Action or alternatives do not constitute a
major Federal action affecting the quality of the human environment. Therefore, anenvironmental impact
statementorasupplementtothe existingenvironmentalimpactstatementisunnecessary and would not
be prepared.

Emily Rice, Field Manager Date
McKenzie Resource Area
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